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that this was the result of an optimistic religion.
Scarcely a sign of this was perceptible during the
first fourteen centuries of the Christian era, and the
whole of it has been the product of the last five
centuries. Civilization as we now understand it
is altogether due to the abandonment of the opti-
mistic attitude which prevailed before the Protes-
tant Reformation, and the adoption of the spirit of
meliorism, to which Protestantism was more favora-
ble. In fact, the Reformation is rather the product
than the cause of a growing meliorism, and as soon
as liberty of opinion and freedom to investigate the
laws of nature were achieved the inarch of civilization
had already begun.

We are now prepared to consider the true rela-
tion that developed man in the social state bears
to the great cosmos of which he is a part. That
cosmos, as we have seen, must be contemplated as
wholly unintelligent and wholly passive. Man must
regard himself as in full possession of the authority
to subjugate it and to appropriate it, to reduce all
the powers of nature to his service and to apply all
the materials of the universe to his own personal
use. Notwithstanding the rigid law to which all
things are subject, he is to look upon the universe
as in a certain sense fortuitous. While there is
a cause for all things there is no intelligent reason
why anything should be as it is. That this little
planet of ours happens to be peopled with life is
merely an accident, or rather the convergence of